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Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-10 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) K Claim(s) 8 is/are allowed. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1, 5, and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
US 1 ,347,179 to Schnitzspahn. Schnitzspahn discloses: 

a device for manually loading coins in a coin canister of a coin dispenser, 
the canister having a series of tubular receptacles (6 area defined by lugs) for 
holding a stack of coins, the device comprising: 

a stand (7) constructed to receive the coin canister and secure the coin 
canister in a loading position; 

a funnel (1) having a body portion and a spout portion mounted for sliding 
movement on the coin canister along the series of tubular receptacles for 
alignment in a first position with a first one of the series of tubular receptacles 
and for alignment in a second position with a second one of the series of tubular 
receptacles, the funnel body having an opening (figure 1 and pi lines 31+) to 
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allow the insertion of coins and an internal coin passage constructed to provide a 
flow path for the coins to pass into the coin canister receptacles in a metered flow 
through an exit (3 and p1 lines 39+) constructed in the spout, wherein the funnel 
is constrained from sliding movement in at least one of the first position and the 
second position. 

Examiner contends that the areas defined by lugs 6 are capable of holding more 
than one coin and would do so if the coins were relatively thin compared to the lugs and 
the slit. US 992,963 discloses a similar device and discusses a similar situation on 
page 1 lines 60+. Regarding, "wherein the funnel is constrained from sliding movement 
in at least one of the first position and the second position," examiner contends that this 
language is functional and the funnel of Schnitzspahn is fully capable of being 
constrained In the claimed manner, see MPEP 2114. Claiming the structure that 
provides the constraining function or possibly two vertical positions of the funnel, one In 
which it can slide relative to the receptacles and another lower position in which it is 
positively engaged with a receptacle and therefore constrained may likely overcome this 
rejection. 

-Regarding claim 5- Schnitzspahn discloses a device, according to claim 1 , 
wherein the stand is constructed having features which engage the tubular 
receptacles of the canister to square off the tubular receptacles and assist the 
seating of the coins as the coins are loaded therein (figure 1 top surface). 
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-Regarding claim 10- Sclinitzspalin discloses, a device for manually loading 
coins, according to claim 1 , wherein the stand is constructed to receive the 
canister and hold the canister angled from the vertical (figure 2). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Schnitzspahn in view of Perkitny. Schnitzspahn discloses all the limitations of the claim 
except a ramp extending transverse to the coin passage to divide the coin passage into 
an upper stage and a lower stage to elongate the path by which the coins pass through 
the funnel, thereby encouraging a metered flow of coins through the funnel. Perkitny 
discloses a ramp (216) extending transverse to the coin passage to divide the coin 
passage into an upper stage and a lower stage to elongate the path by which the coins 
pass through the funnel, thereby encouraging a metered flow of coins through the 
funnel (para 0069 lines 3-5) to reduce the likelihood of jamming (para 69 lines 4+). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
applicants' invention to have modified Schnitzspahn to include a ramp extending 
transverse to the coin passage to divide the coin passage into an upper stage and a 
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lower stage to elongate the path by which the coins pass through the funnel, thereby 
encouraging a metered flow of coins through the funnel, as taught by Perkitny, to 
reduce the likelihood of jamming. 

4. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Schnitzspahn in view of Yamaguchi. Schnitzspahn discloses all the limitations of the 
claim except, brackets constructed to receive said coin loading device for storage. 
Yamaguchi teaches brackets (7) constructed to receive said coin loading device for 
storage, such that "holder 1 ... can be retained in the operative position stably" (para 
0069 lines 4-5). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicants' invention to have modified the stand of Schnitzspahn to include the brackets 
taught by Yamaguchi for the purpose of retaining the coin-loading device, in a position 
stably. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 2, 3, 6 and 7 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 



6. 



Claim 8 is allowed. 
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Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments filed 3-24-2008 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive relative to the Schnitzspahn reference. Applicants stated," As the feed 
tube of Schnitzspahn moves freely along the rail past the upwardly projecting lugs, the 
Applicants submit that Schnitzspahn cannot describe a funnel constrained from sliding 
movement..." Examiner disagrees and as discussed above contends that the claim 
language in question is functional and that Schnitzspahn is readily capable of 
functioning this manner, as the funnel of Schnitzspahn is capable of being constrained. 
Possible claim limitations regarding this rejection are discussed in paragraph 2 of this 
office action. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mark Hageman whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3027. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick Mackey can be reached on (571) 272-6916. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Patrick H. Mackey/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 
Unit 3653 
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